PHYSIOLOGICAL AND METRIC SPACE               ig
tations of the skin are spatially registered from the very outset; they disengage the corresponding protective movement; the disengaged movement then again induces sensations in the extended or contracted skin, in the joints, in the muscles, etc., which are associated with sensations of space. The first localizations in tactual space are presumably effected on the body itself; as when the palm of the hand, for example, is carried over the surface of the thigh, which also is sensitive to impressions of space. In this manner are experiences in the field of tactual space gathered. But the attempt which is frequently made of deriving tactual space psychologically from such experiences, by aid of the concept of time and on the assumption of spaceless sensations, is an altogether futile one.
VISUAL AND TACTUAL SPACE CORRELATED.
It is my opinion that the space of touch and the space of vision may be conceived after quite the same manner. This can be done (so far as I can infer from what has already been attempted in this direction) only by transferring Bering's view of visual space to tactual space. This also accords best with general biological considerations. A newly-hatched chick notices a small object, looks toward it, and immediately pecks at it. A certain area in the central organ is excited by the irritation, and the looking movement of the muscles of the eye, as well as the picking movements of the head andfor a single bright spot on a dark background. Leipsic, 1826, p. 455 et seq.).
